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Apex Digital Technology Empowerment Grant 

Frequently Asked Questions and Answers  
Applications Due 9/8/2025 at 5:00PM  

  
Project Categories  
1. Can an organization submit more than one application?  

Each eligible organization is encouraged to submit one application for 
consideration. If there is a specific project-based reason that your organization 
needs to submit more than one application, please notify the Apex Digital team for 
further review prior to submission. You can reach the Apex Digital team at 
grant@apexdigital.com  
 
 

2. What are the ideal conditions or considerations for the project category:   
Identify: Microsoft 365 Assessments and Health Checks  
 

This project category is best for organizations with the following conditions:   
o Have already implemented Microsoft 365 but suspect inefficiencies, 

misconfigurations, or missed opportunities.  
o Want a clearer picture of their IT environment before planning larger projects.  
o Are unsure where to start and need expertise to prioritize activities  
        
Considerations:   
o Requires granting administrative access for Microsoft 365 environment to Apex 

Digital.  
o Findings may recommend additional implementation or remediation projects.  

  
 

3. What are the ideal conditions or considerations for the project category:   
Design: Strategic Planning and Technology Road Mapping  
  
Best for organizations that:   
o Are considering a significant technology transformation but need a clear plan.  
o Want to modernize aging infrastructure with a phased approach.  
o Value clarity and alignment between IT goals and organizational strategy.   
        
Considerations:   
o Requires active collaboration and participation during the discovery phase.   

o Roadmap recommendations may span multiple future projects.  
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4. What are the ideal conditions or considerations for the project category:   
Execute: Deployment and Migrations  
  
Best for organizations that:   
o Are moving from on-premises infrastructure to a modern, cloud-based 
environment.  
o Need support with deploying tools like Microsoft Teams Phone, Intune, or 
SharePoint.  
o Have already completed strategic planning and are ready to execute.  
         
Considerations:   
o Licensing costs (e.g., Microsoft Teams Phone) are not included in project scope.  
o Requires clear goals and project scope to ensure a successful deployment or 

migration.  

 
 

5. What are the ideal conditions or considerations for the project category:  
Launch: Physical Setup of Space/Devices  
  
Best for organizations who:   
o Have the physical devices needed but require support getting them properly set 
up.   
o Are creating or refreshing shared workspaces such as labs, hubs, or training 
areas.   
o Need help connecting their physical setup with their IT environment.   
         
Considerations:   
o Grant funding does not cover hardware. Organizations must have the necessary 
hardware in place or be prepared to purchase them separately outside of the grant. 
Apex Digital can assist with hardware purchasing if requested.   
o Scope is focused on configuration and setup, not procurement or long-term 
management.  

  
  
6. Can an organization submit a proposal for another type of project or service 

category?   
Yes, applicants are welcome to propose other service-based projects that align with 
their own organization’s goals and Apex Digital’s capabilities. Apex Digital reserves 
the right to decline any proposals that fall outside of their standard business 
offerings. Proposed project categories will only be considered for those that have 
the necessary hardware, devices, and licensing in place.  
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Organization Information  
7. Does an organization need to have an audit, or will a financial review and 990 

form be sufficient?  
Organizations need to submit the most recently completed audit. If there are 
barriers which impede your organization providing this information, please notify 
the Apex Digital team for further review. You can reach the Apex Digital team at 
grant@apexdigital.com  

  
8. We are currently in the middle of our audit. Will our application still be 

considered if the audit isn't complete before the application due date?  
Yes, it will be considered. Please communicate your concern to us within the 
application.   

  
9. If our 2024 audit is still in progress, can we upload 2023 information?  

Yes, we are looking for the most recent audit information and understand that 
based on an organization’s fiscal year and associated lags in financial review this 
may be the case for some organizations. Please provide the most current 
information available at the time you apply.  

  

Use of Grant Services    
10. Are devices or licensing included in the service(s) provided by Apex Digital?   

Grant funding does not cover hardware or licensing. Organizations must have the 
necessary hardware and licenses already in place or be prepared to purchase them 
separately outside of the grant. Apex Digital can assist with hardware and license 
purchasing if requested.  

  

Metrics and Reporting  
11. Is there a minimum number of individuals served needed to apply?  

No, there is no minimum number of individuals served in order to apply. Applicants 
will be asked to identify or share more information about their mission, who they 
are and who they serve, and how this proposed project will support their work and 
impact goals.  

  
12. What sort of reporting will the grant recipient be expected to provide?  

The awarded grantee will be expected to submit a final report at the end of the 
term of service.  Details will be outlined in the grant agreement but generally will 
focus on the impact of the project on the organization and for those you serve.  
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:hello@apexdigital.com
http://www.apexdigital.com/


 

 

 

248-270-9670 hello@apexdigital.com  

 

 

13. Is there an application scoring rubric?  
There is a scoring rubric and other grant resources that are available for this 
opportunity that can be found on apexdigital.com/grant or directly in the links 
below: 
 

Application Questions  
Grant Rubric  
 
 

Workshop Questions  
14. Is attendance at the Workshop in August required to submit an application? 

No, attendance is not required, but it is strongly recommended. The workshop is 
designed to help applicants strengthen their submissions and gain a better 
understanding of the process. 

  
15. Who can attend the August Workshop? 

The morning session is open to all nonprofit organizations and will focus on general 
education around technology in the nonprofit sector, including how to get the most 
out of Microsoft tools and resources. The afternoon session is open to nonprofits 
that meet the grant eligibility requirements and will provide guidance specific to 
the application process. 
 
 

General Application Questions  
16. What is the grant term when the services must be utilized?   

Services must be utilized and completed prior to March 31, 2026.  
  
17. Is this a revenue-based grant?   

No, this is a service-based grant. That means that the selected grantee will receive 
$25,000 worth of services to support and complete the proposed project. The Apex 
Digital Solutions team will work with the awarded organization outlining an agreed-
upon scope of work within the grant award value.   

  
18. Does an organization need to be non-profit to receive funding?  

Yes, the service-based grant is meant to be awarded to one eligible non-profit 
organization.  
 

19. How many grants do you anticipate awarding?  
At this time, just one eligible, non-profit organization will be awarded a grant. 
However, the Apex Digital team is available and open for discussion on possible 
solutions or connections to other resources to support your goals and needs. Feel 
free to contact the Apex Digital team at grant@apexdigital.com  
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Eligibility:    
General Organization Requirements   
• Michigan-based headquarters and serving residents in counties located in 

Southeast Michigan (Wayne, Oakland, Macomb, or Washtenaw counties).  
• Must be a 501(c)3 in good standing with the State of Michigan and the Internal 

Revenue Service. Applicants will be required to upload a copy of their IRS 
designation letter, 990 form, W-9, financial statements, and Michigan Solicitation 
License.   

• 50+ employees  
• Must demonstrate $15M+ in annual revenue.   
• Exclusions: hospital systems and schools  

  

Technical Environment Requirements   
• IT team size of at least one person   
• Must use Microsoft 365, Office 365, or Teams    
   
Organizations may not apply with a fiduciary for this service-based grant.  
 

 

 
Points of Contact for Further Questions  
For more information on this grant opportunity, please visit apexdigital.com/grant  
  
If you have questions related to the intent of the Apex Digital Technology 
Empowerment Grant or specific questions related to the application or how to submit 
the application, please contact grant@apexdigital.com  
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